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them as a sincere expression of his sentiments. After
the murder of Mr. Margary, a Circular had been
addressed by the Tsung-li Yarnen, under pressure,
to the provincial authorities reminding them that,
by treaty, foreigners travelling -with passports were
entitled to protection. Referring to this document
in his Memorial, Li Hung-chang observed :

" It is now my duty to request your Majesties to
issue a Decree, directing the Viceroys and Governors
to pay respectful attention to your earlier Decree
and to issue new and strict orders to all their subor-
dinates, to give effect to the wishes of the Govern-
ment with a view to the preservation of friendly
relations with foreign States, and to remember that
whenever a foreigner is travelling in the interior with
a passport, they must behave towards him with full
recognition of his treaty rights. It should be clearly
proclaimed that he must be duly protected and that,
if serious harm should befall him as the result of
failure on the part of the local officials to take the
necessary precautions, the provincial authorities
will be held directly responsible. Proclamations to
this effect should be posted in every prefecture and
district, so that throughout the country everyone may
know the relations in which Chinese and foreigners
stand to each other. If this be done, there should
be no occasion for misunderstandings in future. If
your Majesties deign to approve these suggestions,
the Yamen should proceed to draft'the proclamation
to be forwarded to the provincial authorities for their
guidance."

Li Hung-chang was well aware that the Chinese
Government had escaped reprisals and humiliation
on this occasion chiefly because Great Britain was
at the time occupied with more pressing matters